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DPON'T YOU WORRY NONE, I'M STILL CONCERNED

'KIKO. WE'RE HEAVED | | ABoUIT YOUR COMING, AKIO.
PR i ohe 2| |QUEEN KANASHIMI LOST MER

MOONGUZZIT SEA. THEY DAUGHTER ABOUT A YEAR
HAVE THE BEST ANIMAL | |AGO AND HER BEHAVIOR
DOCS ON SMOO! AND THE| |SINCE THEN HAS BEEN

BEST BROPKA STEAKS,
TOO! e o QUITE ENIGMATIC.

OH...
THAT'S TOO
BAD. WHAT =
HAPPENED? /




ARIALANA WAS
JUST ABOUT YOUR AGE. NOT EXACTLY. MORE
SHE WAS RIDIN' HER UMA [ BUT MY CONCERN |5 WOLINDS?
'Ngzls ;ﬁginngN%Ey . THAT YOU'LL PROBABLY AT TIMES LIKE
A JAGGASAUR... MAKE THE QUEEN THINK THIS T WONDER
S OF ARIALANA, AND REOPEN WHY KING

WOUNDS THAT HAVEN'T FROPTOPPIT
HEALED. EVER CHOSE

IT SUFFERED COMPOLIND TENTACLE

PULLS, BUT THEY'RE TREATABLE.
YOU BROUGHT AKIKO? :

SHE
INSISTED ON
COMING.

HAD TO HAPPEN
SOONER OR LATER.
|\ MAYBE THEY'LL LIKE £
. EACH OTHER.

7 GOOD THING You
BROUGHT IT HERE, )
_MR. BEEBA. _




i T WOULDN'T COUNT <
ON THAT. LOOK. WE HAVE
BEEN GONE TOO LONG; QUEEN
\ KANASHIMI IS PULLING oUT

3 ALL THE STOPS.

SHE LOOKS...
\ SHE LOOKS LIKE

IT'S WON...WONDERFLUL

TO FINALLY MEET You
AKIKO. I'D HEARD KING
FROPTOPPIT SPENT A LOT
OF TIME PICKING JusT
THE RIGHT EARTH GIRL
TO COME TO SMOO.

.




o/ YES, MY HUSBAND
Yy 1S VERY TALENTED.
PLEASE TELL HIM WHAT
HAPPENED; T'LL SEE
ABOUT PREPARING

JARDAN
IS THE ¥
BEST ANIMAL

WONDERFUL
: TO HAVE YOU HERE ¥
(= AFTER S0 LONG! WE'VE ¥
; ALWAYS LOVED
YOUR VISITS!

NOW THAT You e
MENTION IT, YES, SHE'S YOUR Lells
AGE, BUILD, AND THERE IS
A RESEMBLANCE... __of
B C'MON,
2 BEEBS, THEY

... ARIALANA
REALLY LOOKS
A LOT LIKE ME,

DOESN'T SHE?

...NO
7/  WONDER |

~{ MAKE THE QUEEN

 \UNCOMFORTABLE.




SN/ N\ /> Here's YOUR

- — > ROOM, AKIKO. MY WIFE < £~ A £

TURNED IT INTO A SANCTUARY, S R S AN
BUT IT'S ABOUT TIME IT GOT USED N N\
AGAIN. IT'S A YOUNG GIRL'S ROOM )| | N
AND IT SHOULD BE USED NN RN
BY A YOUNG GIRL. 13 : ‘

2 THIS DRESS WILL BE
PERFECT FOR TOMORROW,
i ARIALANA! MR. BEEBA AND
) SPUCKLER HAVE FINALLY
COME BACK TO VISIT!
AND THEY'VE BROUGHT

/T STILL FEEL CLOSE \
TO ARIALANA IN THIS
ROOM, EVEN THOUGH




PRINCE SO
/ FROPTOPPIT it
AND PRINCESS

ARIALANA?

ALL THIS
TIME, | THOUGHT
THE PRINCE
LIKED ME!




BELIEVE NO
ONE EVER TOLD ME
WHY KING FROPTOPPIT
REALLY BROUGHT ME

HEY, 'KIKO!
WHAT'S UP? YOU
LOOK LIKE YOU JUST
LOST YOUR BEST
FRIEND!

THE PURFLENATZ
IS CERTAINLY GETTING
THE BEST CARE, I MUIST SAY!
MAYBE COMING HERE
WAS A GOOD IDEA
AFTER ALL! ?

WHY HAVEN'T YOU GUYS
EVER TOLD ME THAT THE ONLY
REASON I'M ON SMOO 1S TO
BE ARTALANA'S REPLACEMENT

FOR PRINCE FROPTOPPIT? _




I THINK YOU MAY BE REAPING
TOO MUCH INTO THIS, AKIKO.
CERTAINLY, THE FACT THAT YOU
LOOKED LIKE ARTALANA MAY
HAVE BIASED KING FROPTOPPIT
WHEN HE TRIED TO FIND
SOMEONE TO RESCUE
THE PRINCE, BUT
COLIRAGE AND
ABILITY ARE FAR
MORE NECESSARY
SKILLS THAN =

YEAH, 'KIKO. PRINCESS
ARTALANA COLILD NEVER HAVE
DONE WHAT YOU'VE DONE
HERE ON SMOO...

HOW ABOULIT THE FACT THAT THE
PRINCE KEEPS ASKING ME TO

MARRY HIM? ISN'T HE REALLY

ASKING ARTALANA? TI'M JuUsST
A REPLACEMENT THERE! AND T
THOUGHT HE REALLY
LIKED ME!

NEVER
MIND...T'M
(6OING TO CHECK
\  ONTHE .
_\ PURFLENATZ...

AT

" I'M SURE QUEEN 2
KANASHIMI APPRECIATES \ /
| ™e oop work aLL oF you |

FOLKS DO WITH THESE /Lo
ANIMALS. Z

T e |7 ; i
= o [0 @ 1
o & /] -~




I'M SURE
SHE DOES,
GIVEN SHE'S A
VETERINARIAN /
HERSELF.

/ ~ T TM

GLAD TO

SEE I'M NOT
THE ONLY PERSON
| WHO OCCASIONALLY |
HAS A CASE

OF MISTAKEN
IDENTITY.

. You po
5O 50 LOOK LIKE
AT b hrpts ARTALANA,

? / -\ wouLp BE QUITE

P IT'S STRANGE. ONE DAY N

SHE WAS THERE, AND THE NEXT DAY,
I'M TOLD T'LL NEVER SEE HER AGAIN.

] EVEN OVER A YEAR LATER,
IT'S HARD TO BELIEVE.

I NEVER GOT
TO SAY GOODBYE,
YOU KNOW.

YEAH, RIGHT. T A
I CAN'T SAY T LIKE P REPLACEMENT?
BEING A o OH MY, NO. T
REPLACEMENT A3 4 MAY HAVE
FRIEND GIRL, i\ CALLED YOU
THOUGH. B ARTALANA,
e F BUT NO ONE
CAN REPLACE
HER.

SOMETIMES
I DON'T KNOW. I
KEEP THINKING
T'LL FIND HER
JUST AROUND
THE CORNER.

AT
LEAST
PRINCE
FROPTOFPFIT
FOLIND
You.




EACH ONE OF
Us IS UNIQUE. WE MAY
INITIALLY SEE SIMILARITIES,
BUT IF THE PRINCE LIKES YOU
AFTER A YEAR, IT IS EilCAALISE

L_g¢

~OF COURSE, <
THAT'S WHAT MAKES

LOSING SOMEONE EVEN
HARVER. THERE IS NEVER )
A REPLACEMENT...

adii b A

~.

& AND US... MAYBE WE SHOULD @
{_HAVE CONTINUED OLIR VISITS
S\ AFTER ARTALANA DIED.

? 50 MANY GIFTS <
b,/ FOR THE KING, THE PRINCE,

T DUNNO. YOU KNOW

IT'S HARD,
WHEN AN ENDING
IS SO ABRUFT. IT'S
HARD TO ACCEPT.

T KNOW.

UT SLICH

ISN'T THIS
WONDPERFUL,
HAVING
US TOGETHER
AGAIN? WHERE
IS AKIKO?

I'VE SENT GAX

BE HERE SHORTLY,
I'M SURE.

FOR HER, MAAM. SHE'LL

/ PRINCESS

ARTALANA?




KNOW TF WHAT |
I'M DOING TS

NOTHING CAN EVER
GIVE ARIALANA BACK TO
YOU... T KNOW THAT.BUT,
I FIGURE THAT THE
BIGGEST PROBLEM IS
YOU NEVER GOT TO
SAY GOODBYE. AT
LEAST, THAT'S
HOW IT SEEMS

TO ME.

I'M NOT
ARTALANA.
I'M NOT HER
REPLACEMENT,
EITHER. BUT...
BUT MAYBE... JUST
FOR A MOMENT
I CAN BE HER,
SO YOU CAN SAY
GOOVBYE.

TOTALLY WRONG.
BUT, PO YOU THINK
\ SAYING GOOVBYE
WILL HELP?

YOU'RE A
L/ LOT LIKE HER,
| YOU KNOW? BUT
1 STILL UNIQUE.
ALWAYS LINIQUE.
YES, T THINK
THIS WILL HELP.
THANK YOU.




GOOUBYE, ARIALANA.

I WILL ALWAYS MiSS YOU.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR LOVE
WHILE YOU WERE HERE
WITH ME....




p—

" SPLENDID

7 WORK, AKIKO.
T COULDN'T HAVE
DONE IT BETTER
MYSELF.

> 1.3JusT
HOPED T WASN'T
BLOWING TT. /. \:

P

SHE COULD
HAVE BEEN MAD
THAT I MADE MYSELF
LOOK LIKE ARTIALANA
JUST AS EASILY AS
SHE ACCEPTED IT.

I HOPE 50.
e BUT T HOPE ONE THING
EVEN MORE! GAX NEEDS TO CHANGE
POUETINES MY HAIRSTYLE BACK TO PIGTAILS AS

YOU JUST HAVE 'TA :
- SOON AS POSSIBLE! THIS
GO FOR IT, AKIKO! | i : SURE TENT ME!

you viv goov! /

/ BUT TO APDRESS
YOUR URGENT
REQUEST TO HAVE
YOUR HAIR CURL
LIKE ARTALANA'S,
I USED THE
SAME FIXATIVE
SPUCKLER USES
IN HIS HAIR...
I'M AFRAID YOU'LL
HAVE TO LET IT
GROW OUT.







